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Abstract (Basic) : EP 846557 A 

The apparatus comprises a timer (26) which outputs a signal on 
measuring a predetermined time longer than a predetermined cycle during 
a period for which the recording heads (8,9) are released from a cap 
after a print command is output. A flush control (27) controls the 
movement of the recording heads to an ink receiver so that they jet ink 
droplets in response to the signal from the timer. 

The timer is reset. If the predetermined time set to the timer is 
up during the uncapped period, the flushing control flushes a maximum 
number of ink droplets and at the end of a single round of printing the 
flushing control flushes a number of ink drops corresponding to the 
time measured by the timer. 

USE - For printing patterns on recording medium by jetting ink 
droplets out of nozzle openings. 

ADVANTAGE - Can discharge viscosity thickened ink within recording 
head reliably by suppressing quantity of ink to be consumed for 
flushing operation before capping. 
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